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Steve Johnson  
renews professional 
certification 

Stephen L. Johnson, GCSAA 
certified golf course superintendent at 
Capstone Club, Brookwood, Ala., has 
completed the renewal process for 
maintaining his status as a Certified 
Golf Course Superintendent (CGCS) 
with the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America (GCSAA). 

Johnson has been at Capstone Club 
since 2000. He initially achieved his 
certification in 1996. Approximately 
2,000 golf course superintendents 
worldwide currently hold “CGCS” 
status. 

GCSAA was among the first 
associations to institute a professional 
certification program, establishing its 
program in 1971 to recognize out-
standing and progressive superinten-
dents. In 2005, GCSAA completed a 
restructuring of its certification 
program in order to raise the level of 
documented professionalism through 

comprehensive continuing education. 
 To qualify for GCSAA’s new 
competency-based certification pro-
gram, a candidate must have at least 
three years experience as a golf course 
superintendent, be employed in that ca-
pacity and meet post-secondary educa-
tional requirements and/or continuing 
education points. The candidate’s 
knowledge, skills and abilities are vali-
dated through the development of a 
portfolio consisting of their responses 

to skill statements, case-study scenarios 
and submission of work samples; an 
on-site inspection of their golf facility; 
and a rigorous six-hour examination 
covering: equipment, irrigation 
systems, materials and technology; golf 
course and grounds; human resources, 
rules of golf, financial and administra-
tive systems, regulatory and program-
matic systems, crisis management, 
project management and ethics and 
values.  

How does Steve find time to fish while renewing his certification? 


